
Gait 
• Seen from the side, the Springer exhibits a 

long, ground-covering stride and carries a 
firm back, with no tendency to dip, roach or 
roll from side to side.  

• From the front, the legs swing forward in a 
free and easy manner. 

• From behind, the rear legs reach well under 
the body, following on a line with the 
forelegs. 

• As speed increases, there is a natural 
tendency for the legs to converge toward a 
center line of travel. 

 
 
 

Temperament 
• Friendly, eager to please, quick to learn and 

willing to obey 
• Exhibit poise and attentiveness and permit 

himself to be examined by the judge 
• Aggression toward people or other dogs is 

not acceptable 
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Key Points 
1. Nose and eye rims 

are fully pigmented; 
bite scissors or even 

2. Moderate stop, a 
groove, or fluting, 
between the eyes; 
planes nearly 
parallel 

3. Planes nearly 
parallel; skull is 
twice the width of 
the muzzle 

4.  Ear-set level with the eyes  
5.  Neck moderately long, muscular, clean and slightly 

arched at the crest; blends gradually and smoothly into 
sloping shoulders 

6.  Shoulder blade and upper arm are of apparent equal 
length, forming an angle of nearly 90 degrees 

7.  The portion of the topline from withers to tail is firm, 
straight, strong, and essentially level; sloping very gently 

8.  Hips are nicely-rounded, blending smoothly into the legs 
9.  The croup slopes gently to the set of the tail, and tail-set 

follows the natural line of the croup 
10.  The tail is carried horizontally or slightly elevated 
11. Angulation of the hindquarter should never be greater 

than the forequarter and not appreciably less 
12. Broad, well-developed, muscular hips and thighs 
13. The hock joints are somewhat rounded, not small and 

sharp in contour 
14. The feet are the same as in front, except that they are 

smaller and often more compact 
15. The loin is short, without any considerable body length 

behind the rib cage 
16. Ribs are fairly long, springing gradually to the middle of 

the body, then tapering as they approach the end of the 
ribbed section 

17. Pasterns are short, strong and slightly sloping, with no 
suggestion of weakness 

18. Feet are round or slightly oval; compact and well-arched, 
of medium size with thick pads 

19. Bone is strong, slightly flattened, not too round or heavy 
20. Chest is deep, reaching the level of the elbows, with 

well-developed forechest; however, it is not so wide or 
round as to interfere with the action of the front legs 

21. Ears long, pendulous, and well-feathered; leathers thin 
22. Lips cover lower jaw; never exaggerated 

History & Function 
• The Spaniel is thought to have 

originated in Spain. 
• In the 1800s, smaller spaniels used for 

hunting woodcock became known as 
“cockers,” the larger ones were named 
“springers.” 

• The English Springer’s job was to detect 
game birds in high grass or bramble, 
flush or “spring” the birds from their 
cover, then point and retrieve the 
downed bird. 

• One of the few on-land and in-water 
retrievers. 
 

 
 

The Essence of the ESS 
• Built for long days in the field; muscular 

and eager to please 
• Kindly, trusting expression of the eyes  
• Measuring 19 to 20 inches at the 

shoulder and weighing between 40 and 
50 pounds 

 

General Appearance 
• Medium-sized, compact body and a 

docked or undocked tail 
• Pendulous ears, soft gentle expression, 

sturdy build and friendly wagging tail 
• Well-proportioned, free from 

exaggeration, nicely balanced 
• Carriage is proud and upstanding 
• Body deep, legs strong and muscular, 

with enough length to carry him with 
ease 

 

 
“Taken as a whole, the English Springer 

Spaniel suggests power, endurance and agility. 
He looks the part of a dog that can go, and keep 

going, under difficult hunting conditions.” 
 

Coat & Color 
• The Springer has an outer coat and an 

undercoat; nicely furnished; feathering 
of moderate length and heaviness 

• The coat is clean and glossy 
• Acceptable colors include: black/white, 

liver/white, blue or liver roan, tricolor 
• All marking patterns are correct 

 

 
 


