2006 Agility Awards

Agility Springer of the Year

Snslisk Spring)er Spaniel Field Trial Association
2006 ﬁsilitcy -Springe:r af the Year
MACH10 Miratri's ClaasJ Cuxedo

VCD2 RN
"“Tux”

Owner: Laurene . gnlsama

Tuxt is now 9 years old and continues to have the energy that would give the Energizer Bunny a run far
his money! He added to his career highlights in 2006 by attending his 3™ AKC Agility Mationals,
competing in the AKC Agility Invitational in December as the 1 Springer, and completing three more
MACH titles, Although | thought we would slow down in Tux's agility career, he just won't let me. Tux
lives for our weekend agility trials, planting himself at the back door to make sure that he is not left
behind as | pack for our road trips.

At trials, there iz no need for the Gate Steward to call Tux's name. He announces himself long before
wie get to the ring by barking his head off, impatient that it is not yet his turn. OF course after the trials,
we always find a nice field for a game of Frisbee or just to hike, explore, and chase critters. Tux sees
our after-trial quality time as his post-trial reward, but | use It to burn off maore of his energy so that
he'll let me sleep at night!1]

Thank you for honoring
Tux as the ®1 Agility
English Springer Spaniel
for 2006, and special
thanks to Tux, for
taking me along for the
ridel




Excellent Agility Springer of the Year

Bn%lish Sprinser Spaniel Field Trial Association
2006 Excellent Asilig Sprinszr c.-f the Year
MACH Doc
Owner: tch 8%[&&&

Doc is my friend. He's my bud, my partner and my soul mate. Doc is easy on the eyes to
me and | have rearranged my life to share more of it with him. Doc was named Jake by
the man | got him from at approximately 7 months old. What a fateful day, the day |
strapped him into the bucket seat of my Miata, drove him home and fell head over heels
in love | soon discovered that he really is never quiet and pretty much “talks’ constantly.
Let's just say Doc really wears his heart on his sleeve.

Doc is the first dog 've trained in anything and his specialty is agility. He has taught me
much because he is such an honest dog. If a training point is not working, he's very clear
about it. Sometime in the future, | would love to try field work with him. He has endured
my many mistakes and misguided directions but somehow we always manage to find our
balance. We are very close to finishing Doc's USDAA ADCh and AKC MACH2 titles this year.
Lately, we've been trying to do a wider variety of activities together such as hiking,
swimming, and fetch, to keep him conditioned and to keep him fresh.

My favorite moments

are seeing his happy face,
with sparkling eyes

and tongue lolling out of
the side his mouth. This
is usually accompanied
by screaming with glee.
Pretty much puts the rest
of life into perspective.

| love this damned dog
beyond all reason.




Open Agility Springer of the Year

Englisk SPrinser Spaniel Field Trial Association
2006 Open ﬁsilig S?ring,er af the Year
Asper{s Ashwjn_ Sonnet
RA OA OA ) NAP

‘Sonnet”
Owners: ;’t.si-LleJ Marie Hilliard & JncaLuie Dean_

Sonnet was born December 14, 2003. | first saw Sonnet when my Mom walked off the
airplane in February, 2004, with two adorable black and white puppy heads sticking out of
the bag she had around her neck.

We started agility at Hearts and Paws. Sonnet was fast and attentive so we won all the little
matches at our training facility. We entered our first AKC agility trial in 16" Preferred, and
we started training in Rally Obedience, gaining our Rally Novice and Advance titles. We
finished Sonnet’s Novice Preferred title and switched her into her normal 20° class where
she did really well.

Open was much harder than Novice, but Sonnet stll did beautifully. When we didn't gqualify,
it was more often my fault, She always did exactly what | told her to do.

Sonnet has now received
her AX and AX), and we
are working on her MX and
MX]. We have recently
been training with Guy
Blancke and have been
steadily improving.
Whenever school allows
me the time, | hope to 211
earn the Rally Excellent

and CD ttles with Sonnet.
| would also like to try

flyball andfor dancing
with dogs, and of course, |

| want to go as far as -.Ri
Sonnet and | can with ' ¥
Agility. .h

Submitted by
Ashley Hilliard



Novice Agility Springer of the Year

Sr%lisk Spring,er Spaniel Field Trial Association
2006 Novice Alsilig SFrinszr of the Year
Ch, Dream’s Two Minute Warning
TD NA NA )

“Houston”
me&rs:JerU & gail Mcavilb*

§ Sandra Kucaba

This little brown girl has followed in her mother's footsteps. She was
supposed to team up with lerry, one of her owners, but he had to have knee
surgery. A friend of ours was without a dog to do agility and he started
working with Houston. They became a great team with a special bond.

We are hoping Houston can pass on her willingness to please to her kids.




Preferred Agility Springer of the Year

Englisk SFrir\g,er Spaniel Field Trial Association
2006 ?rzferr'zd Asilig S?rinser af the Year
Willowbank Arel Wan,,sledrdaie
CD MX MX ) MXP M )P
“‘Binker”

Owners: Julia Merriman § Ardella Pease

Ardella Pease and | co-own Binker. Binker has been handled by a mutual
friend to her most recent titles.

Binker is Mrs. Pease’s last dog after many, many years of being involved in
owning, breeding and showing Springers in Obedience, Tracking, Agility, and
Conformation. Binker is a testament to Mrs. Pease’s long term devotion to
our breed’'s capacity to be
versatile and capable in several
endeavors. Mrs. Pease has been a
loyal andcaring guardian of our
breed, and Binker's award means
so much to her.

Submitted by Julia Merriman




