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ESSFTA Judges Education Committee Application 

At the very core, conformation dog shows are designed to evaluate breeding stock. 
The health and wellbeing of our breed are tied to systems by which the potential of 
individual dogs to serve future generations as breeding stock is identified. Judges’ 
opinions are sought, and a value is placed upon these evaluations. 

Judges Education provides support and educational experiences for current and 
prospective judges. Seminars offered by breed clubs typically provide a venue in 
which those who want to become judges engage in an in-depth discussion of traits 
outlined in a Breed Standard, observation of dogs, discussion with breed experts, 
hands-on practice examining dogs, and writing critiques of the dogs they examined. 

The Judges Education Committee is comprised of a Steering Committee and Sub-
Committees / Task Forces. A steering committee provides high-level oversight and 
strategic guidance for a project, often with decision-making authority. The Steering 
Committee includes the chair and co-chair of the specific sub-committee / task force 
and the ESSFTA officers and Board of Governors. A sub-committee / task force is a 
smaller group of members assembled to address a specific objective, project, goal, 
or complete a focused task. Essentially, a steering committee sets the direction while 
a task force does the hands-on work to achieve it. Together they play a vital role in 
educating and mentoring individuals who want to become judges, know more about 
the English Springer Spaniel breed, and those who want to know more about the 
judging process. The committee presents at AKC judges’ education seminars, other 
judges’ groups that request a program, the National Specialty, and regional clubs 
that invite them to present at their specialties. They are responsible for developing 
educational materials, producing the ESSFTA Breed Illustrated Standard, and 
training the Judges’ Education presenters and Ringside Mentors. 

We welcome qualified individuals to apply to join the Judge’s Education Committee. 
New members are added as current members rotate off, with a focus on maintaining 
a diverse group of experts. 

Please email applications to Erin Kerfoot at wynmoorspringers@gmail.com.
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APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
 
Name  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number  _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

QUALIFICATIONS – PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY 
Each applicant must be in good standing with AKC and members in good standing with 
the ESSFTA. Select these links for more information (AKC Definition of "Member in 
Good Standing" and What It Means to Be an ESSFTA Member)  
 
 
_____________ ESSFTA member, in good standing, without any past or current 

disciplinary action for at least 5 years 
 
 
_____________ AKC approved to judge ESS (Judges #_____________________) 
 
 
_____________ Previous member of the ESSFTA Judges’ Ed Committee (list years of 

service) 
 ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________ Approved presenter of ESS Judges Ed (list dates of presentations 

given) 
________________________________________________________ 

 
 
____________ ESSFTA approved ringside Mentor (now or previously) 
 
 
Number of ESS AKC Champions of Record that you owned, bred, or personally handled 
to their championship. 
 

_______1–2    _______3–5    _______6–10    _______ more than10 
 
 
  

https://www.akc.org/clubs-delegates/clubs/forming-a-club/form-club-glossary/
https://www.akc.org/clubs-delegates/clubs/forming-a-club/form-club-glossary/
https://englishspringerspaniels.org/what-it-means-to-be-a-member/
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Number of ESS litters bred and raised in your home until at least 8 weeks of age 

_______1–2    _______3–5    _______6–10    _______ more than10 

Number of dogs titled in Performance in the last 10 years 

_______1–2    _______3–5    _______6–10    _______ more than10 

_____________ Attended at least 3 National Specialties in the last 10 years and dates 
of attendance  
________________________________________________________ 

_____________ Attended at least 3 ESS Judges Education Seminars and dates of 
attendance 
________________________________________________________ 

AREAS OF INTEREST – PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY 

_____________ Educational Seminar and Hands-on Workshop 

_____________ Ringside Mentoring and Tutoring 

_____________ Breed Illustrated Standard and Educational Materials 

_____________ Virtual Breed Course Development and AKC’s Canine College 

I am willing to serve on an assigned subcommittee task force even if it is not the primary 
area of interest selected above. 

_______ Yes  _______ No 
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PERSONAL STATEMENT OF INTEREST 
Please provide a personal statement of interest in joining the Judge’s Ed Committee- 
include additional skills and knowledge you can offer to the committee. 
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LIST OF REFERENCES 
Please include the names and contact information of 3 individuals who can be 
contacted as a reference. If possible, include individuals with whom you have worked or 
served with on other committees. 

REFERENCE #1 

Name  ________________________________________________________________ 

Email  _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number  _________________________________________________________ 

REFERENCE #2 

Name  ________________________________________________________________ 

Email  _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number  _________________________________________________________ 

REFERENCE #3 

Name  ________________________________________________________________ 

Email  _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number  _________________________________________________________ 

I commit to following all aspects of the AKC Code of Sportsmanship and the AKC 
Personal Conduct Policy. I also commit to active engagement with the Committee and 
will attend a minimum of half of the committee meetings. 

Signature Date 

Please email applications to Erin Kerfoot at wynmoorspringers@gmail.com.
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