English Springer Spaniel Field Trial Association
Mentor Application

English Springer Spaniel
Field Trial Association

Thank you for your interest in becoming an ESSFTA Breed Mentor. The American Kennel Club
Breed Mentor Program is designed to connect experienced breeders, exhibitors, and owners with
those who are newer to the breed. Mentors play a critical role in shaping the understanding and
consistency of breed judging.

As a mentor, you will have the opportunity to share your experience, answer questions, and help
foster a strong, knowledgeable community of English Springer Spaniel (ESS) enthusiasts. We are
seeking individuals who are patient, approachable, and committed to promoting excellence,
sportsmanship, and education within the breed.

This application will ask you to share your experience, involvement with the breed, and interest in
mentoring. Applications will be reviewed by the Judges’ Education Mentoring & Tutoring
Subcommittee and submitted to the Board of Governors. Once approved, mentors will be listed on
both the ESSFTA website and the AKC Conformation Judges Resource Center.

Thank you for your time and for your interest in supporting the ESSFTA Mentor Program!
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ESSFTA Mentor Application

Please review the mentor requirements listed below and indicate whether you meet each one and are
willing to abide by them. For each requirement, respond individually with either:

1. Yesor No, or

2. Provide the requested supporting documentation, if indicated.

Once you have completed the form and included any additional pages, please submit everything to
Dr. Erin Kerfoot, JEC Coordinator, at judgeseducation@englishspringerspaniels.org.

Do you qualify for this
Requirements: requirement and agree to
uphold it?

1. It is imperative that mentors teach from a positive position
and have the ability to discuss the unique qualities and positive

traits in a variety of ESS without bias as to breeders, owners or (yes or no)
pedigree.

2. Mentors must be comfortable talking to potential and current

judges. (yes or no)

3. Mentors must be able to speak knowledgably and articulately

about ESS, describing characteristics in specific terms using

. : rn
correct canine terminology and anatomy. (yes or no)

4. Mentors must agree to conduct themselves ethically.
Mentors will not promote their own ESS or those of closely
related individuals. If such are in the ring during the time of
mentoring it is a requirement that the mentor simply decline
to comment on them.

(yes or no)

5. Mentors must follow up on all questions from any
participant who needs more information either by referring
him/her to other people or researching the information (yes or no)
requested.

6. Mentors are willing to attend a JEC orientation each time
the presentation changes or every 5 years for continuing
education. These can be attended via zoom.

(yes or no)
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7. As a mentor it is agreed that the mentor speaks for the
JEC and agrees to the policies and precepts and teachings of
the committee. This includes:

a. Utilizing ESSFTA JEC information and supplies such
as presentations, videos, handouts, printed visuals, and
written materials.

b. No alternative or disagreeing opinion to the JEC
materials or AKC standard can be expressed during a
mentoring session.

c. Failure to comply may result in the removal as an
ESSFTA approved mentor.

8. Mentors must agree to obtain the names and addresses of
attendees at presentations or individuals mentored. A form
will be supplied. This information must be conveyed to the
JEC chair within 2 weeks of mentoring. Mentees will be
contacted by the JEC after the mentoring session is
complete.

9. Mentors shall have been ESSFTA members in good
standing for a minimum of 5 years.

10. Mentors are required to attend one of the following set
of shows every 5 years:

a. Two ESSFTA National Specialties, or

b. One ESSFTA National Specialty and four regional club
specialties (recommended that at least two regional
specialties be 800 miles or greater from the other two).

11. Approved mentors shall have been active within the
breed for 15 years and whelped and raised 5 litters, which
have produced 4 AKC conformation champions.

12. Mentors shall have personally attended or participated in
field or hunt tests (minimum of one every 5 years).

ESSFTA Mentor Application

(yes or no)

(yes or no)

(yes or no)

Please list the dates of attendance
for item 10 on an attached sheet.

Please list your qualifications for
item 11 on an attached sheet.

Please list your qualifications for
item 12 on an attached sheet.
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13. Mentors will have a deep understanding of the history of

the breed as well as the AKC standard. Provide your short- Please provide your responses for
answer responses on an attached sheet, addressing the item 13 on an attached sheet.
questions listed below.

Assessing understanding of the standard and breed history.

Section I: Written Response
Applicants are required to submit a written response to the questions provided in this section.

Instructions:

Respond to each question thoroughly and thoughtfully.

Answers should reflect your knowledge, experience, and philosophy as a mentor.

When appropriate, provide specific examples from your experience to support your
responses.

Responses should be typed, using clear and professional language.

There is no strict word limit; however, answers should be concise while fully addressing the
question.

Submit your completed written responses as a single document in PDF or Word format by
the stated deadline.

The written portion will be reviewed prior to the oral interview and will be considered as
part of the overall evaluation process.

Questions:

A.

B.

C.

Tam

Moderation is the most commonly used descriptor in our standard. What does moderate
mean to you?

The ESS was developed as a versatile hunting dog. How did this original purpose influence
the standard for size, proportions, and substance?

Correct proportion is vital in Springers. What problems arise if the dog is too long in body—
particularly in the loin—or too short in body?

“The croup slopes gently to the set of the tail, and tail-set follows the natural line of the
croup.” Why should a Springer’s tail not come straight off the back?

What head characteristics are essential for the ESS as a functional sporting spaniel, and how
do they support the breed’s purpose?

Describe correct, balanced side movement in the English Springer Spaniel.

Describe the desirable coat quality and why it is essential for the breed.

The original purpose of the Springer was as a companion gundog. What temperament traits
are essential to the breed, and what should be considered unacceptable?
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Section II: Oral Interview
Applicants who meet the written requirements will proceed to the oral portion of the application
process.

Oral Interview Overview:

e The oral interview will be conducted by members of the review committee via Zoom.

e Applicants will be asked to respond to questions designed to assess depth of knowledge,
communication skills, mentoring approach, and problem-solving ability.

¢ Questions may expand upon topics addressed in the written portion.

e Situational or scenario-based questions may be included.

e Applicants should be prepared to discuss their mentoring philosophy, experience, and how
they would handle common mentoring challenges.

e The oral portion is intended to evaluate not only subject knowledge, but also clarity of
communication, professionalism, and ability to provide constructive guidance.

e Additional details regarding scheduling and format will be provided to applicants selected to
advance.

Please note that mentors are never required to attend shows beyond those they are already planning
to enter or attend, and when present at a show, they are not expected to mentor for the entire
duration of the event. Whatever time you are able to give is truly appreciated. Your willingness to
share your years of experience and knowledge helps inspire and guide those who are working to
better understand and judge our breed. Thank you for completing this application and for your
commitment to supporting the future of the English Springer Spaniel.

I have read through all 13 requirements, and I both qualify and agree to abide by all the
requirements listed here.

Name:

Phone number:

Email:

Mailing Address:

Signature:

Once you have completed the form and included any additional pages, please submit everything to
Dr. Erin Kerfoot, JEC Coordinator, at judgeseducation@englishspringerspaniels.org.
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